
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN 

The City of Starkville, Mississippi 
September18, 2012 

 
Be it remembered that the Mayor and Board of Alderman met in a Recess Meeting on September 18, 
2012 at 5:30 p.m. in the Courtroom of City Hall, located at 101 E. Lampkin Street, Starkville, MS. 
There being present were Mayor Parker Wiseman, Aldermen Ben Carver, Sandra Sistrunk, Eric 
Parker, Richard Corey, Jeremiah Dumas, Roy A.’ Perkins, and Henry Vaughn, Sr. Attending the 
Board were City Attorney Chris Latimer and City Clerk Taylor V. Adams.  
 
Mayor Parker Wiseman opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance followed by a moment of 
silence.  
 

Mayor Parker Wiseman asked for any revisions to the Official Agenda. 

REQUESTED REVISIONS TO THE OFFICIAL AGENDA: 
 
Alderman Jeremiah Dumas requested the following changes to the published September 18, 2012 
Official Agenda: 
  

Add to Consent Item IX.A Approval of the contract between the Mississippi Department 
of Human Services (DHS) and the City of Starkville as subgrantee for the administration of 
the grant funds for the Brickfire Project for grant #467Q631A from October 1, 2012 to 
September 30, 2013. 
 
Add to Consent Item IX.B Approval of each of the letters of agreement between 
Childhood International, United Way, the Starkville Housing Authority and the City of 
Starkville on behalf of the Golden Triangle African American Cultural Society DBA 
Brickfire Project and Ms. Helen Taylor. 
 
Add to Consent Item IX.C Approval of the contract between the City of Starkville and 
the African American Cultural Society DBA Brickfire Project and Ms. Helen Taylor as the 
secondary subgrantee for the grant #467Q631A from the Mississippi Department of Human 
Services.  

 
Add to Consent Item XI.I-1  Approval to hire Scott Lomax to fill vacant position of 
Certified Police Officer. 

 
Add to Consent Item XI.I-2  Approval of request to transfer Nathaniel Hinton to fill vacant 
position of Maintenance Worker in the Water Department. 
 
Add to Consent Item XI.I-3  Approval to hire Terry R. Williams to fill vacant position of 
Laborer in the Sanitation and Environmental Services Department. 
 
Add to Consent Item XI.I-4  Approval to advertise to fill a vacant position of Operator in 
the Landscape Division of the Sanitation and Environmental Services Department. 

 



The Mayor asked for further revisions to the published September 18, 2012 Official Agenda. No 
further revisions were requested. 

 
 
1.  A MOTION TO APPROVE THE OFFICAL AGENDA AS REVISED  
 
There came for consideration the matter of approving and adopting the September 18, 2012, Official 
Agenda of the Recess Meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen, as revised. After discussion, 
and  
 
Upon the motion of Alderman Richard Corey, duly seconded by Alderman Henry Vaughn, Sr., to 
approve the September 18, 2012, Official Agenda as modified with items listed as consent, the Board 
voted unanimously to approve the motion. 
 
Having received a majority affirmative vote of those members present and voting, the Mayor 
declared the motion carried. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

OFFICIAL AGENDA 
 

THE MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
 

OF THE 
 

CITY OF STARKVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 
 
 

RECESS MEETING OF TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2012 
5:30 P.M., COURT ROOM, CITY HALL 

101 EAST LAMPKIN STREET 
 
 

PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS ARE NOTED ##### AND PROVIDED AS 
APPENDIX A ATTACHED 

 
 

 
I.  
 

CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER 

II. 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND A MOMENT OF SILENCE 

III.  
 

APPROVAL OF THE OFFICIAL AGENDA 

A. CONSIDERATION OF THE APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT 
AGENDA. 

 
IV. 

 
APPROVAL OF BOARD OF ALDERMEN MINUTES 

THERE ARE NO MINUTES FOR CONSIDERATION  
 

V. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMENTS  

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:   
 
INTRODUCTION OF NEW EMPLOYEES: 
 
JEREMY WEAVER—FIREFIGHTER—FIRE DEPT. 
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KEMBE HARRIS—APPRENTICE LINEMAN—ELECTRIC DEPT. 
 
DOUGLAS CLARK—OPERATOR—LANDSCAPE DIV/SANITATION & 
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
 
HARRELL LINDSEY—LABORER— SANITATION & ENVIRONMENTAL 
SERVICES  
 
MELVIN SPENCER—LABORER— SANITATION & ENVIRONMENTAL 
SERVICES 

   
  BOARD OF ALDERMEN COMMENTS:  
 

 
VI.  
 

CITIZEN COMMENTS 

 
VII.  

 
PUBLIC APPEARANCES 

A.  PUBLIC APPEARANCE BY DR. FAZIO PRESENTING THE 
ANNUAL REPORT ON THE ACTIVITIES OF THE HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION COMMISSION.  

 
VIII. 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 

A.  PUBLIC HEARING ON THE MUNICIPAL 2013 BUDGET AND TAX 
LEVY FOR THE CITY OF STARKVILLE. 

 
IX.  MAYOR’S BUSINESS
 

  

A. CONSIDERATION OF THE APPROVAL OF THE CONTRACT 
BETWEEN THE MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN 
SERVICES (DHS) AND THE CITY OF STARKVILLE AS 
SUBGRANTEE FOR THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE GRANT 
FUNDS FOR THE BRICKFIRE PROJECT FOR GRANT #467Q631A 
FROM OCTOBER 1, 2012 TO SEPTEMBER 30, 2013.  

B. CONSIDERATION OF APPROVING EACH OF THE LETTERS OF 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN CHILDFUND INTERNATIONAL, UNITED 
WAY, THE STARKVILLE HOUSING AUTHORITY AND THE CITY 
OF STARKVILLE ON BEHALF OF THE GOLDEN TRIANGLE 
AFRICAN AMERICAN CULTURAL SOCIETY DBA BRICKFIRE 
PROJECT AND MS. HELEN TAYLOR. 
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C. CONSIDERATION OF THE APPROVING THE CONTRACT 
BETWEEN THE CITY OF STARKVILLE AND THE AFRICAN 
AMERICAN CULTURAL SOCIETY DBA BRICKFIRE PROJECT 
AND MS. HELEN TAYLOR AS THE SECONDARY SUBGRANTEE 
FOR THE GRANT #467Q631A FROM THE MISSISSIPPI 
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES. 

X.  
 

BOARD BUSINESS 

A. CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION SETTING THE TAX LEVY 
FOR THE CITY OF STARKVILLE AT 20 MILLS FOR THE FISCAL 
YEAR 2013 IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF 
MISS. CODE ANN. §21-33-45.  

 
B. REPORT FROM THE CITY ATTORNEY ON THE USE OF PUBLIC 

PROPERTY FOR SPECIAL EVENTS AND ANY RELATED ISSUES 
FROM SUCH USE. 

 
C. CONSIDERATION TO AUTHORIZE THE SPECIAL EVENT 

REQUEST BY THE STARKVILLE JUNIOR AUXILIARY FOR 
STREET CLOSING AND IN-KIND SERVICES FOR THE 2012 JR. 
AUXILIARY CHILIFEST SCHEDULED FOR FRIDAY, OCTOBER 19, 
2012, ON MAIN STREET WITH 1 BLOCK STREET CLOSING FROM 
LAFAYETTE STREET TO JACKSON STREET FROM 5:00—8:00 PM.  

 
##### D. CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL BY THE STARKVILLE—MSU 

SYMPHONY ASSOCIATION TO CLOSE A PORTION OF MAIN 
STREET BETWEEN JACKSON AND CALDWELL STREETS FOR 
THE “POPS ON THE PLAZA” CONCERT TO BE HELD AT THE 
CADENCE BANK PLAZA ON TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2012 
FROM 6:15 TO 7:30 PM.   

 
##### E. CONSIDERATION OF THE APPROVAL OF THE RESOLUTION OF 

THE INTENT TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 2014 UPDATE OF THE 
DISTRICT 4 REGIONAL HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN. 

 
##### F. CONSIDERATION OF THE DESIGNATION OF JIM BRITT TO 

REPRESENT THE CITY IN ALL MATTERS IN THE DEVELOPMENT 
OF THE DISTRICT 4 REGIONAL HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN. 

 
##### G. CONSIDERATION OF APPROVING THE HEALTH CARE 

CONTRACT FOR THE EMPLOYEES OF THE CITY OF 
STARKVILLE WITH BLUE CROSS/BLUE SHIELD FOR THE 
FISCAL YEAR 2013. 

 
H. CONSIDERATION OF APPROVING A RESOLUTION FINDING 
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THAT THE CLOSURE OF MAPLE DRIVE, DOUGLAS MCARTHUR 
DRIVE AND REDBUD DRIVE ARE NO LONGER IN THE BEST 
INTERESTS OF THE PUBLIC AND SHOULD BE RE-OPENED FOR 
FULL PUBLIC ACCESS. 

 
I. CONSIDERATION OF THE APPROVAL OF THE ANNUAL 

CONTRACT WITH MITCHELL, MCNUTT & SAMS, PA, FOR THE 
SERVICES OF GENERAL COUNSEL FOR THE CITY OF 
STARKVILLE. 

 
XI. 

   A. AIRPORT  

DEPARTMENT BUSINESS 

THERE ARE NO ITEMS FOR THIS AGENDA 

B. BUILDING, CODES AND PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

 THERE ARE NO ITEMS FOR THIS AGENDA  
 
C. COURTS 
 

 THERE ARE NO ITEMS FOR THIS AGENDA  
  

 D. ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT   
 

 ##### 1. REQUEST APPROVAL FOR THE CITY OF STARKVILLE TO 
ENTER INTO A GREEN POWER PROVIDERS PROGRAM 
WITH TVA.  

 
E. ENGINEERING AND STREETS  

 
##### 1. REQUEST CONSIDERATION OF THE REFINANCING 

QUOTES FOR STREET DEPARTMENT VEHICLES AND 
AUTHORIZATION FOR THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE A 
CONTRACT WITH LOW QUOTE PROVIDER. 

 
F. FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION 
 
##### 1. REQUEST APPROVAL OF THE CITY OF STARKVILLE 

CLAIMS DOCKET FOR ALL DEPARTMENTS EXCEPT THE 
FIRE DEPARTMENT AS OF SEPTEMBER 13, 2012.  

 
##### 2. REPORT OF THE RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES FOR 

PERIOD ENDING AUGUST 31, 2012, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH §21-35-13 OF THE MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972 
ANNOTATED. 
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G. FIRE DEPARTMENT  

 
##### 1.  REQUEST APPROVAL TO ISSUE A PURCHASE ORDER IN 

THE AMOUNT OF $749,975.00 TO PIERCE 
MANUFACTURING, INC. FOR A FIRE TRUCK USING THE  
GRANT FUNDS #EMW-2011-FV-04641. 

 
H. INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPARTMENT 
 

THERE ARE NO ITEMS FOR THIS AGENDA 
 
I. PERSONNEL  

 
1.        REQUEST TO HIRE SCOTT LOMAX TO FILL VACANT 

POSITION OF CERTIFIED POLICE OFFICER. 
 
2.         REQUEST TO TRANSFER NATHANIEL HINTON TO FILL 

VACANT POSITION OF MAINTENANCE WORKER IN THE 
WATER DEPARTMENT. 

 
3.         REQUEST TO HIRE TERRY R. WILLIAMS TO FILL VACANT 

POSITION OF LABORER IN THE SANITATION AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT. 

 
J. POLICE DEPARTMENT  

 
THERE ARE NO ITEMS FOR THIS AGENDA 

 
K. PUBLIC SERVICES   

 
THERE ARE NO ITEMS FOR THIS AGENDA 

 
L.  SANITATION & ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES  
 

THERE ARE NO ITEMS FOR THIS AGENDA 

XII.    CLOSED DETERMINATION SESSION 

XIII. OPEN SESSION 
 
XIV. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
 A. PENDING LITIGATION  
 
 B. PROPERTY ACQUISITION 
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 C. PERSONNEL 
     
XV. OPEN SESSION  

 
XVI. 

 

RECESS UNTIL SEPTEMBER 26, 2012 @ 5:30 AT 101 LAMPKIN 
STREET IN THE CITY HALL CONFERENCE ROOM. 

 
The City of Starkville is accessible to persons with disabilities. Please call the ADA 

Coordinator, Mr. Joyner Williams, at (662) 323-2525, ext. 121 at least forty-
eight (48) hours in advance for any services requested.  
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APPENDIX A  

 
PROPOSED CONSENT AGENDA 

 
IX.  MAYOR’S BUSINESS 
 

– NO ITEMS 

X. 
 

BOARD BUSINESS  

D. CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL BY THE STARKVILLE—MSU SYMPHONY 
ASSOCIATION TO CLOSE A PORTION OF MAIN STREET BETWEEN JACKSON 
AND CALDWELL STREETS FOR THE “POPS ON THE PLAZA” CONCERT TO BE 
HELD AT THE CADENCE BANK PLAZA ON TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2012 
FROM 6:15 TO 7:30 PM.   

 
E. CONSIDERATION OF THE APPROVAL OF THE RESOLUTION OF THE INTENT 

TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 2014 UPDATE OF THE DISTRICT 4 REGIONAL 
HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN. 

 
F. CONSIDERATION OF THE DESIGNATION OF JIM BRITT TO REPRESENT THE 

CITY IN ALL MATTERS IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE DISTRICT 4 
REGIONAL HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN. 

 
G. CONSIDERATION OF APPROVING THE HEALTH CARE CONTRACT FOR THE 

EMPLOYEES OF THE CITY OF STARKVILLE WITH BLUE CROSS/BLUE SHIELD 
FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2013. 

 
XI. 
 

DEPARTMENT BUSINESS 

A. AIRPORT – NO ITEMS 
 
 B. BUILDING DEPARTMENT – NO ITEMS 

 
 C. COURTS – NO ITEMS  
 
 D. ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT  
 

1. REQUEST APPROVAL FOR THE CITY OF STARKVILLE TO ENTER INTO 
A GREEN POWER PROVIDERS PROGRAM WITH TVA.  

  
 E. ENGINEERING AND STREETS  
 

1. REQUEST CONSIDERATION OF THE REFINANCING QUOTES FOR 
STREET DEPARTMENT VEHICLES AND AUTHORIZATION FOR THE 
MAYOR TO EXECUTE A CONTRACT WITH LOW QUOTE PROVIDER. 

 
F. FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION  
 

1. REQUEST APPROVAL OF THE CITY OF STARKVILLE CLAIMS DOCKET 
FOR ALL DEPARTMENTS EXCEPT THE FIRE DEPARTMENT AS OF 
SEPTEMBER 13, 2012.  



 8 

 
2. REPORT OF THE RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES FOR PERIOD ENDING 

AUGUST 31, 2012, IN ACCORDANCE WITH §21-35-13 OF THE 
MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972 ANNOTATED. 

 
 G. FIRE DEPARTMENT  
 

1.  REQUEST APPROVAL TO ISSUE A PURCHASE ORDER IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $749,975.00 TO PIERCE MANUFACTURING, INC. FOR A 
FIRE TRUCK USING THE  GRANT FUNDS #EMW-2011-FV-04641. 

 
 H.  INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY – NO ITEMS 
 
 I. PERSONNEL – NO ITEMS 

 
 J. POLICE DEPARTMENT – NO ITEMS 
 

K. PUBLIC SERVICES – NO ITEMS 
 

 L.  SANITATION DEPARTMENT - NO ITEMS 
 



 

CONSENT ITEMS 2-17 

2. APPROVAL OF THE CONTRACT BETWEEN THE MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT 
OF HUMAN SERVICES (DHS) AND THE CITY OF STARKVILLE AS 
SUBGRANTEE FOR THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE GRANT FUNDS FOR THE 
BRICKFIRE PROJECT FOR GRANT #467Q631A FROM OCTOBER 1, 2012 TO 
SEPTEMBER 30, 2013. 

 
Upon the motion of Alderman Richard Corey, duly seconded by Alderman Henry Vaughn, 
Sr., and adopted by the Board to approve the September 18, 2012 Official Agenda, and to 
accept items for Consent, whereby the "approval of the contract between the Mississippi 
Department of Human Services (DHS) and the City of Starkville as subgrantee for the 
administration of the grant funds for the Brickfire Project for grant #467Q631A from October 
1, 2012 to September 30, 2013" is enumerated, this consent item is thereby approved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
        AGENDA ITEM NO: IX.A. 
CITY OF STARKVILLE     AGENDA DATE: 9-18-12 
RECOMMENDATION FOR BOARD ACTION   PAGE: l  

 
Subject:

 

  Consideration of the approval of the contract between the Mississippi Department of 
Human Services (DHS) and the City of Starkville as subgrantee for the administration of the 
grant funds for the Brickfire Project for Grant #467Q631A from October 1, 2012 to September 
30, 2013.  

AMOUNT & SOURCE OF FUNDING:
 

   N/A 

 
FISCAL NOTE:
 

  N/A 

 
REQUESTING     DIRECTOR'S 
DEPARTMENT:  Board of Aldermen  AUTHORIZATION
    

:  Mayor Wiseman 

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
 

     Lynn Spruill@ 323-4583 

 
PRIOR BOARD ACTION: 
 

  

 
BOARD AND COMMISSION ACTION:
 

  N/A 

 
PURCHASING:
 

 N/A 

 
DEADLINE: 
 

 N/A 

 
 
 
 
AUTHORIZATION HISTORY: 
 
 AMOUNT  
 

DATE – DESCRIPTION 

 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  N/A 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:  N/A 
 
Suggested Motion:  “MOVE APPROVAL THE CONTRACT WITH DHS AND THE CITY OF STARKVILLE 
FOR THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE GRANT #467Q631A.” 
 







































































3. APPROVAL OF EACH OF THE LETTERS OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
CHILDFUND INTERNATIONAL, UNITED WAY, THE STARKVILLE HOUSING 
AUTHORITY AND THE CITY OF STARKVILLE ON BEHALF OF THE GOLDEN 
TRIANGLE AFRICAN AMERICAN CULTURAL SOCIETY DBA BRICKFIRE 
PROJECT AND MS. HELEN TAYLOR.  

Upon the motion of Alderman Richard Corey, duly seconded by Alderman Henry Vaughn, 
Sr., and adopted by the Board to approve the September 18, 2012 Official Agenda, and to 
accept items for Consent, whereby the "approval of each of the letters of agreement between 
Childhood International, United Way, the Starkville Housing Authority and the City of 
Starkville on behalf of the Golden Triangle African American Cultural Society DBA 
Brickfire Project and Ms. Helen Taylor" is enumerated, this consent item is thereby 
approved. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
        AGENDA ITEM NO: IX.B. 
CITY OF STARKVILLE     AGENDA DATE: 9-18-12 
RECOMMENDATION FOR BOARD ACTION   PAGE: l  

 

Subject:

.  

  Consideration of approving each of the letters of agreement between Childfund 
International, United Way, the Starkville Housing Authority and the City of Starkville on behalf 
of the Golden Triangle African American Cultural Society DBA Brickfire Project and Ms. Helen 
Taylor. 

 
AMOUNT & SOURCE OF FUNDING:

 

   $86,000 from the entities in the quantities specified by the letters. The 
amount from the City of Starkville is $5,000 as proposed in the 2013 budget coming from the outside contribution 
funding. 

 
FISCAL NOTE:
 

  N/A 

 
REQUESTING     DIRECTOR'S 
DEPARTMENT:  Board of Aldermen  AUTHORIZATION
    

:  Mayor Wiseman 

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
 

     Lynn Spruill@ 323-4583 

 
PRIOR BOARD ACTION: 

 

 This is an annual request from Ms. Taylor which the Board of Aldermen approved last 
year. 

 
BOARD AND COMMISSION ACTION:
 

  N/A 

 
PURCHASING:
 

 N/A 

 
DEADLINE: 
 

 N/A 

 
 
AUTHORIZATION HISTORY: 
 
 AMOUNT  
 

DATE – DESCRIPTION 

 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  N/A 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:  N/A 
 
Suggested Motion:  “MOVE APPROVAL EACH OF THE LETTERS OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
CHILDFUND INTERNATIONAL, UNITED WAY, THE STARKVILLE HOUSING AUTHORITY AND THE 
CITY OF STARKVILLE ON BEHALF OF THE GOLDEN TRIANGLE AFRICAN AMERICAN CULTURAL 
SOCIETY DBA BRICKFIRE AND MS. HELEN TAYLOR.” 
 









 
4. APPROVAL OF THE CONTRACT BETWEEN THE CITY OF STARKVILLE AND 

THE AFRICAN AMERICAN CULTURAL SOCIETY DBA BRICKFIRE PROJECT 
AND MS. HELEN TAYLOR AS THE SECONDARY SUBGRANTEE FOR THE 
GRANT #467Q631A FROM THE MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN 
SERVICES. 

Upon the motion of Alderman Richard Corey, duly seconded by Alderman Henry Vaughn, 
Sr., and adopted by the Board to approve the September 18, 2012 Official Agenda, and to 
accept items for Consent, whereby the “approval of the contract between the City of 
Starkville and the African American Cultural Society DBA Brickfire Project and Ms. Helen 
Taylor as the secondary subgrantee for the grant #467Q631A from the Mississippi 
Department of Human Services" is enumerated, this consent item is thereby approved. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
        AGENDA ITEM NO: IX.C. 
CITY OF STARKVILLE     AGENDA DATE: 9-18-12 
RECOMMENDATION FOR BOARD ACTION   PAGE: l  

 

Subject:

 

  Consideration of approving the contract between the City of Starkville and the Golden 
Triangle African American Cultural Society DBA Brickfire Project and Ms. Helen Taylor for the 
administration of the grant funds from the Mississippi Department of Human Services for grant 
#467Q631A.  

AMOUNT & SOURCE OF FUNDING:
 

   N/A 

 
FISCAL NOTE:
 

  N/A 

 
REQUESTING     DIRECTOR'S 
DEPARTMENT:  Board of Aldermen  AUTHORIZATION
    

:  Mayor Wiseman 

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
 

     Lynn Spruill@ 323-4583 

 
PRIOR BOARD ACTION: 

 

 This is an annual contract with Ms. Taylor which the Board of Aldermen approved 
last year for the previous year’s grant funds. 

 
BOARD AND COMMISSION ACTION:
 

  N/A 

 
PURCHASING:
 

 N/A 

 
DEADLINE: 
 

 N/A 

 
 
AUTHORIZATION HISTORY: 
 
 AMOUNT  
 

DATE – DESCRIPTION 

 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  N/A 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:  N/A 
 
Suggested Motion:  “MOVE APPROVAL OF THE CONTRACT BETWEEN THE CITY OF STARKVILLE AND  
THE GOLDEN TRIANGLE AFRICAN AMERICAN CULTURAL SOCIETY DBA BRICKFIRE AND MS. 
HELEN TAYLOR FOR THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE GRANT FUNDS FROM FOR GRANT #467Q631A.” 
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AGREEMENT FOR GRANT # 467Q631A 

 
This agreement is entered into by and between the City of Starkville, Mississippi 

(hereafter “Starkville” or “City of Starkville”) and the Afro-American Cultural Society of 

the Golden Triangle D/B/A “Brickfire Project” (hereafter “Brickfire Project”) as of the 

___ day of __________, 2012 in connection with Subgrant Number 467Q631A 

(sometimes “The Grant”) to be issued by the Division of Early Childhood Care and 

Development, Mississippi Department of Human Services.     

 

WITNESS 

 

 WHEREAS, Starkville is a municipality operating under the laws of the State of 

Mississippi and its local ordinances;  

 

 WHEREAS, Starkville is a Sub-Grantee of The Grant from the Mississippi 

Department of Human Services, and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Brickfire Project is a non-profit organization located in Starkville 

and a lower tier Sub-Grantee for The Grant, and   

 

 WHEREAS, Starkville and the Brickfire Project desire to maintain a contractual 

relationship for the purpose of obtaining The Grant to provide for child care services to 

serve Starkville’s residents,   

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants set forth below, 

Starkville and the Brickfire Project agree as follows:  

 

1.  Purpose.  The purpose of this agreement is to encourage and promote local 

commitment to subsidizing child care services for children of eligible parents. 

 

2. Document Retention.   

 

2.1 The Brickfire Project shall maintain all documents necessary to fulfill all 

obligations of the Mississippi Department of Human Services for The Grant.   

 

2.2 Brickfire Project shall provide documents related to The Grant to Starkville 

and to other entities as instructed by Starkville and the State of Mississippi.  

 

3.  Legal Compliance.  

 

 3.1  The Brickfire Project shall comply with the Mississippi Department of 

Human Services Subgrantee/Contract Manual and the Office for Children and Youth 

Policy Bulletins. 
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 3.2  The Brickfire Project shall comply with all State and Federal laws 

Guidelines, Rules and Regulations as they pertain to municipalities or local governmental 

units. 

 

 3.3  The Brickfire Project shall comply with the Mississippi State Department of 

Health’s Child Care Licensure regulations and the Program Criteria for Child Care 

Slots established by the Office for Children and Youth. 

 

 3.4  The Brickfire Project shall comply with all duties, requirements, and 

obligations of the “Subgrantee” established by the Subgrant Agreement for Subgrant 

Number 467Q631A put forth by the Division of Early Childhood Care and 

Development, Mississippi Department of Human Services Child Care and 

Development Fund.  The Subgrant Agreement for Subgrant Number 467Q631A is 

attached to this Agreement as Exhibit “A” and is expressly adopted and incorporated 

as if fully set forth herein.      

 

 3.5  Starkville shall comply with all applicable State and Federal laws.   

 

4.  Services.   

 

4.1  The Brickfire Project shall provide child care services and subsidized child 

care services as outlined in the “Program Criteria for Child Care Slots” as well as all 

services required by the “Subgrantee” in the Subgrant Agreement for Subgrant Number 

467Q631A.   

 

4.2  Starkville shall act as a pass-through recipient of The Grant and shall provide 

to the Brickfire Project, as the lower tier subgrantee, the grant funds in a reasonable time 

upon receipt from the granting agency. 

 

5.  Notification.  The Brickfire Project shall notify Starkville in writing ninety 

days prior to the contract ending date of any local grants or financial commitments 

received that will substantiate the ability of the program to continue after the sub-grant 

ends. 

 

6.  Costs.  The Brickfire Project shall perform these services at no cost to 

Starkville. 

 

7.  Duration.  This Agreement shall remain in effect throughout the life of The 

Grant, or until either party has given ninety days notice of termination of the Agreement, 

whichever comes first.  Notwithstanding anything to the contrary, the indemnification 

provision contained in this Agreement shall survive the termination of this Agreement.  

 

8.  Assignment.  Neither party may assign this Agreement without the prior 

written consent of the other, and any such prohibited assignment shall be void. 
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9. Indemnification.  The Brickfire Project, along with its directors, officers, 

employees, representatives, agents, insurers, and/or assigns, agree to assume the defense, 

hold harmless, and fully indemnify Starkville from any and all claims, suits, judgments, 

damages, attorney’s fees, costs and any and all other expenses whatsoever arising out of 

or relating to the services provided by the Brickfire Project pursuant to this Agreement.  

This indemnification provision shall survive the termination of this Agreement. 

 

10.  Insurance.  The Brickfire Project shall obtain and maintain at its sole cost and 

expense, with insurers acceptable to Starkville, the following insurance coverage related 

to the services provided by the Brickfire Project pursuant to this Agreement in the 

following minimum amounts: a) general liability $1,000,000.00 per occurrence / 

$2,000,000.00 aggregate; b) statutory limits of workers compensation (if applicable); c) 

employers liability $1,000,000.00; d) medical coverage $5,000.00 per person.  The 

Brickfire Project shall also provide any and all other insurance required by any applicable 

law, rule, or regulation.  Starkville shall be named as an additional insured on all of the 

applicable coverages.  The Brickfire Project shall secure a waiver of subrogation in favor 

of Starkville on all policies.  Copies of such insurance policies shall be delivered to 

Starkville, and must be approved by Starkville in writing, prior to the execution of this 

Agreement.  The Brickfire Project shall provide Starkville with a certificate stating that 

the above listed insurance is primary to any coverage that may be available to Starkville.  

Such certificate shall be in a form acceptable to and underwritten by insurance 

company(ies) satisfactory to Starkville in its sole discretion.  The Brickfire Project shall 

agree to provide at least thirty (30) days’ prior written notice to Starkville of cancellation, 

modification, or material change to any policy.  The purchase of appropriate insurance 

coverage by the Brickfire Project or the furnishing of certificate(s) of insurance shall not 

release the Brickfire Project from its obligations or liabilities under this Agreement.         

 

11.  Independent Contractor.  The Brickfire Project shall operate as an 

independent sub-contractor under this Agreement and not as an employee, agent, or 

representative of Starkville.     

 

12.  Venue.  The parties consent to the exclusive jurisdiction and venue of the 

Circuit Court of Oktibbeha County, Mississippi, for any disputes that are in any way 

related to this Agreement.   

 

13.  Headings.  The descriptive headings in this Agreement are inserted for 

convenience only and do not control or affect the meaning, construction, or interpretation 

of or constitute a part of this Agreement.   

 

14.  Entire Agreement.  This writing is intended by the parties as the final, 

complete, and exclusive statement of the terms and conditions of their agreement and is 

intended to supersede all previous agreements and understandings between the parties 

relating to its subject matter.  No amendment, modification or waiver of any provision of 

this Agreement shall be valid or enforceable unless in writing and signed by the parties.  
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15.  Counterparts.  This Agreement may be executed in any number of 

counterparts, each of which shall be an original instrument, but all of which together shall 

constitute one and the same Agreement.  

 

     _________________________________ 

     Parker Wiseman 

     Mayor, City of Starkville  

 

     _________________________________ 

     Helen Taylor 

     Program Manager, The Brickfire Project              

             

 

___________________________Witness 

Taylor Adams 

City Clerk, Starkville, MS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



5. APPROVAL BY THE STARKVILLE—MSU SYMPHONY ASSOCIATION TO 
CLOSE A PORTION OF MAIN STREET BETWEEN JACKSON AND CALDWELL 
STREETS FOR THE “POPS ON THE PLAZA” CONCERT TO BE HELD AT THE 
CADENCE BANK PLAZA ON TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2012 FROM 6:15 TO 
7:30 PM. 

 

 Upon the motion of Alderman Richard Corey, duly seconded by Alderman Henry Vaughn, 
Sr., and adopted by the Board to approve the September 18, 2012 Official Agenda, and to 
accept items for Consent, whereby the “approval by the Starkville-MSU Symphony 
Association to close a portion of Main Street between Jackson and Caldwell Streets for the 
“Pops on the Plaza” Concert to be held at the Cadence Bank Plaza on Tuesday, September 
25, 2012 from 6:15 to 7:30 PM" is enumerated, this consent item is thereby approved. 

6. APPROVAL OF THE RESOLUTION OF THE INTENT TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 
2014 UPDATE OF THE DISTRICT 4 REGIONAL HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN. 

 
Upon the motion of Alderman Richard Corey, duly seconded by Alderman Henry Vaughn, 
Sr., and adopted by the Board to approve the September 18, 2012 Official Agenda, and to 
accept items for Consent, whereby the “approval of the resolution of the intent to participate 
in the 2014 update of the District 4 Regional Hazard Mitigation Plan" is enumerated, this 
consent item is thereby approved.  

7. APPROVAL OF THE DESIGNATION OF JIM BRITT TO REPRESENT THE CITY 
IN ALL MATTERS IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE DISTRICT 4 REGIONAL 
HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN.  

Upon the motion of Alderman Richard Corey, duly seconded by Alderman Henry Vaughn, 
Sr., and adopted by the Board to approve the September 18, 2012 Official Agenda, and to 
accept items for Consent, whereby the “approval of the designation of Jim Britt to represent 
the City in all matters in the development of the District 4 Regional Hazard Mitigation Plan" 
is enumerated, this consent item is thereby approved. 

8. APPROVAL OF THE HEALTH CARE CONTRACT FOR THE EMPLOYEES OF 
THE CITY OF STARKVILLE WITH BLUE CROSS/BLUE SHIELD FOR THE 
FISCAL YEAR 2013. 

 
Upon the motion of Alderman Richard Corey, duly seconded by Alderman Henry Vaughn, 
Sr., and adopted by the Board to approve the September 18, 2012 Official Agenda, and to 
accept items for Consent, whereby the “approval of the Health Care Contract for the 
employees of the City of Starkville with Blue Cross/Blue Shield for the Fiscal Year 2013" is 
enumerated, this consent item is thereby approved. 

 



9. APPROVAL FOR THE CITY OF STARKVILLE TO ENTER INTO A GREEN 
POWER PROVIDERS PROGRAM WITH TVA. 

Upon the motion of Alderman Richard Corey, duly seconded by Alderman Henry Vaughn, 
Sr., and adopted by the Board to approve the September 18, 2012 Official Agenda, and to 
accept items for Consent, whereby the “approval for the City of Starkville to enter into a 
Green Power Providers Program with TVA" is enumerated, this consent item is thereby 
approved. 

10. APPROVAL OF THE REFINANCING QUOTES FOR STREET DEPARTMENT 
VEHICLES AND AUTHORIZATION FOR THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE A 
CONTRACT WITH LOW QUOTE PROVIDER. 

Upon the motion of Alderman Richard Corey, duly seconded by Alderman Henry Vaughn, 
Sr., and adopted by the Board to approve the September 18, 2012 Official Agenda, and to 
accept items for Consent, whereby the “approval of the refinancing quotes for Street 
Department Vehicles and authorization for the Mayor to execute a contract with the low 
quote provider" is enumerated, this consent item is thereby approved. 

 

11. APPROVAL OF THE CITY OF STARKVILLE CLAIMS DOCKET FOR ALL 
DEPARTMENTS EXCEPT THE FIRE DEPARTMENT AS OF SEPTEMBER 13, 
2012. 

 
 Upon the motion of Alderman Richard Corey, duly seconded by Alderman Henry Vaughn, 

Sr., and adopted by the Board to approve the September 18, 2012 Official Agenda, and to 
accept items for Consent, whereby the “approval of the City of Starkville claims docket for 
all departments except the Fire Department as of September 13, 2012" is enumerated, this 
consent item is thereby approved. 

 

September 18, 2012 BOA Meeting 

FIRE REFUND  261  $ 

  262  $ 

  263  $ 

  264  $ 

  267  $ 

  TOTAL  $ 

 

 



General Fund  001  $159,618.56 

Restricted Police Fund  002  $3,740.00 

Restricted Fire Fund  003  $ 

Airport Fund  015  $836.27 

Saniation  022  $47,072.07 

Landfill  023  $1,834.97 

CDBG Henderson Street Project  102  $ 

IT  107  $ 

CDBG Rehab Loan Program  116  $ 

City Bond and Interest  202  $ 

2009 Road Maintenance  304  $ 

Fire Station No. 5  306   

A R R Act  309   

P & R Bond Series 2007  325   

Park & Rec Tourism 2%  375  $ 

Water/Sewer  400  $76,627.93 

Vehicle Maintenance  500  $4,376.29 

Hotel/Motel  610  $ 

2% (VCC, EDA, MSU)  630  $ 

Total     

Electric Department    $ 

Total Claims  Total  $294,106.09 

     

 

12. APPROVAL OF THE REPORT OF THE RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES FOR 
PERIOD ENDING AUGUST 31, 2012, IN ACCORDANCE WITH §21-35-13 OF THE 
MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972 ANNOTATED.  

Upon the motion of Alderman Richard Corey, duly seconded by Alderman Henry Vaughn, 
Sr., and adopted by the Board to approve the September 18, 2012 Official Agenda, and to 
accept items for Consent, whereby the “approval of the Report of the Receipts and 
Expenditures for the period ending August 31, 2012 in accordance with section 21-35-13 of 
the Mississippi Code of 1972 Annotated" is enumerated, this consent item is thereby 
approved.   



13. APPROVAL TO ISSUE A PURCHASE ORDER IN THE AMOUNT OF $749,975.00 
TO PIERCE MANUFACTURING, INC. FOR A FIRE TRUCK USING THE GRANT 
FUNDS #EMW-2011-FV-04641. 

Upon the motion of Alderman Richard Corey, duly seconded by Alderman Henry Vaughn, 
Sr., and adopted by the Board to approve the September 18, 2012 Official Agenda, and to 
accept items for Consent, whereby the “approval to issue a purchase order in the amount of 
$749,975.00 to Pierce Manufacturing, Inc. for a fire truck using the grant funds #EMW-
2011-FV-04641" is enumerated, this consent item is thereby approved..   

14. APPROVAL TO HIRE SCOTT LOMAX TO FILL VACANT POSITION OF 
CERTIFIED POLICE OFFICER. 

Upon the motion of Alderman Richard Corey, duly seconded by Alderman Henry Vaughn, 
Sr., and adopted by the Board to approve the September 18, 2012 Official Agenda, and to 
accept items for Consent, whereby the “approval to hire Scott Lomax to fill vacant position 
of Certified Police Officer" is enumerated, this consent item is thereby approved.   

15. APPROVAL TO TRANSFER NATHANIEL HINTON TO FILL VACANT POSITION 
OF MAINTENANCE WORKER IN THE WATER DEPARTMENT. 

Upon the motion of Alderman Richard Corey, duly seconded by Alderman Henry Vaughn, 
Sr., and adopted by the Board to approve the September 18, 2012 Official Agenda, and to 
accept items for Consent, whereby the “approval of the request to transfer Nathaniel Hinton 
to fill vacant position of Maintenance Worker in the Water Department" is enumerated, this 
consent item is thereby approved. 

16. APPROVAL TO HIRE TERRY R. WILLIAMS TO FILL VACANT POSITION OF 
LABORER IN THE SANITATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
DEPARTMENT. 

Upon the motion of Alderman Richard Corey, duly seconded by Alderman Henry Vaughn, 
Sr., and adopted by the Board to approve the September 18, 2012 Official Agenda, and to 
accept items for Consent, whereby the “approval to hire Terry R. Williams to fill vacant 
position of Laborer in the Sanitation and Environmental Services Department" is enumerated, 
this consent item is thereby approved. 

17. AUTHORIZATION TO ADVERTISE TO FILL A VACANT POSITION OF 
OPERATOR IN THE LANDSCAPE DIVISION OF THE SANITATION AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT. 

Upon the motion of Alderman Richard Corey, duly seconded by Alderman Henry Vaughn, 
Sr., and adopted by the Board to approve the September 18, 2012 Official Agenda, and to 
accept items for Consent, whereby the “approval to advertise to fill a vacant position of 



Operator in the Landscape Division of the Sanitation and Environmental Services 
Department" is enumerated, this consent item is thereby approved.   

 

END OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 
 
  
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMENTS: 
 

The Mayor introduced the four following new employees: 
 Jeremy Weaver a firefighter in the Fire Department 
 Kembe Harris an apprentice lineman in the Electric Department 
 Harrell Lindsay a laborer in Sanitation and Environmental Services 
 Melvin Spencer a laborer in Sanitation and Environmental Services 
 
The Mayor also introduced Patricia Hernandez as an unpaid intern in Finance and 
Administration. 
 
Alderman Sandra Sistrunk offered thanks to the Board and the Community for the support 
and understanding that were offered in the wake of her Mother’s passing. 

 
 CITIZEN COMMENTS: 

 
Alvin Turner, Ward 7 recognized Aldermen Sistrunk and Vaughn, and then spoke to 
some perceived concerns of Starkville residents. 

 
Chuck Scarborough, Corey Bagwell, Michelle Tehan, Caryn McRussell, Jan High, Emily 
Damm, Angie Rubin, Ricky Inmon, Wiletta Swoope, Lynn Warbler, William Grantham, 
Lewis Jordan, David Hoffman, Marnita Henderson, Gerald O’Coole, John Ed Parker, 
Dorothy Reichert, Tammy Parkinson, Pamela Wasson, Jason Ward, and Doug Houston 
all of Ward 1 offered concerns relating to the opening of roads in Green Oaks 
Subdivision. 
 
Sumner Davis, Ward 4 expressed concerns over the re-opening of roads in Green Oaks 
Subdivision. 

 
Chris Taylor, Ward 7 reminded citizens that October 6, 2012 is the cut-off date for voter 
registration for participation in the National Election in November. 

 
 PUBLIC APPEARANCES: 
 

Dr. Michael Fazio presented the annual report on the activities of the Historic 
Preservation Commission. 
 
Dr. Lewis Jordan offered the following prepared statement: 



 
Good evening. I’m Dr. Lewis Jordan and I am a member of the Green Oaks community. Before I begin, I 
would like to thank the board for allowing me to speak here tonight. I have interacted with many of you 
over the phone these past couple of days and everyone has been extremely polite, professional and 
courteous. I would also like to acknowledge and thank the residents of the Green Oaks community that 
are here tonight.  Would you please make yourselves known by standing up? 

I am here today to discuss the resolution currently before this board to open access roads in the Green 
Oaks community to cut‐through traffic from Stark Road, and to discuss why this is not in the best 
interest of the public. 

Access to Stark Road through the Green Oaks neighborhood via Maple, Redbud and Douglas McArthur 
Drives was terminated on October 19, 1999 by a unanimous vote of the Board of Aldermen. At the time 
of these road closings, this resolution, was found to be in the public interest. That is, in 1999, it was in 
the public interest to the over 400 homes, families and residents in the Green Oaks community to 

1. prevent high volume traffic in a residential neighborhood;  
2. improve the safety and welfare of Green Oaks residents;  
3. Improve the quality of life of not only Green Oaks residents, but residents of neighboring areas 

by providing safe recreational opportunities for both children and adults including walking, 
biking and jogging within the neighborhood;  

As stated specifically in the October 19th 1999 Board of Aldermen minutes: 

1. The intersections of Maple Dr. and Stark Rd. and Redbud and Stark Rd are hazardous. 
2. A large volume of traffic along McArthur Dr. from stark road is non‐resident through traffic 

posing a danger to the safety of the subdivision. 
3. The configuration of the streets with numerous stop signs is not conducive to through traffic. 
4. Extensive development west of Stark Road imposes a continually increasing burden on the 

subdivision streets. 
5. The proposed streets to be closed are heavily traveled, but the public benefit from the closure 

outweighs the public benefit from the use of the streets. 
 

It has been proposed by this Board to “immediately reopen the streets known as Maple, Redbud and 
Douglas McArthur Drives located in the Green Oaks subdivision” to public access from Stark Road. This 
proposal claims “that such an action serves a greater public need to provide for public safety agencies 
access for emergencies and a change of conditions reducing the transient traffic concerns”. 
(http://www.cityofstarkville.org/cosdocs/e‐Packet_9‐18‐2012_public_1.pdf) 

Before addressing the reasons given by this Board for reopening these roads to public access, I would 
like to remind you that these roads were closed in 1999 in the interest of the public by a unanimous 
vote from the Board of Aldermen, and that one of these Board members who voted in 1999 is currently 
on the Board now. How then has this public interest been eroded since 1999? I believe you will find the 



reasons put forth by this Board is lacking in both substance and fact. The specific reasons for the 
proposal are: 

1. WHEREAS, since the closing of the roads in 1999 there have developed alternative routes of travel 
from the opening of the Highway 25 and Highway 82 bypass for easterly travel to Mississippi State 
University. 
 
While several alternate routes of travel are provided to Mississippi State University, does not mean 
that these routes are being utilized by the public. This Board has presented no data to justify this 
claim including road surveys prepared by the Mississippi Department of Transportation (MDOT) 
and/or surveys conducted within the residential communities located on Stark Road as to preferred 
driving routes. 
 

2. WHEREAS, the opening of the bypasses provide for a reduction in travel through the 
neighborhoods previously impacted allowing for a change in circumstances and conditions that 
created the original need. 
 
These access roads were closed in 1999. These closings occurred before the completion of 
construction of over 500 single family homes, condominiums and apartments located on Stark Road.  
On June 12th 2007, a request before the City of Starkville Planning and Zoning Commission was 
brought forth to consider a zoning classification for property located on Stark Road. This 
information, which is publicly available on the City of Starkville website, contained a table prepared 
by MDOT specifying the Average Daily Trips per year on Stark Road. 
 

Average Daily Trips per Year on Stark Road  
Year  Count 
2006  14,000 
2005  12,000 
2004  12,000 
2002  11,000 
2001  11,000 
2000  11,000 
1999  9,300 

 
According to this table, there has been a steady annual increase in the volume of traffic on Stark 
road since 1999. The number of average daily trips increased from 9,300 in 1999 to 14,000 in 2006. 
This is over a 50 percent increase in daily trips per year on Stark Road. The Highway 25 bypass was 
opened in 2003 and since that time there still continued to be an increase in the usage of Stark Road 
according to the information provided by MDOT. 
 
As stated in the City of Starkville Planning and Zoning Commission notes: “The increase in traffic on 
Stark Road would indicate why the Green Oaks neighborhood petitioned the Board of Aldermen to 



close off Douglas McArthur, Redbud and Maple Drives in October of 1999 due to the increasing 
amount of cut‐through traffic.” 
 

3. WHEREAS, this change in conditions and opportunities for easterly travel has resulted in reduced 
transient need for use of the previously highly traveled streets. 
 
According to the data from the MDOT, there has been an increase in the number of trips on Stark 
Road since 1999. Again, this Board believes that since several alternate routes of travel exist, there 
should be a decrease in cut through traffic. However, the data presented previously by MDOT 
dispute this claim. Further, this Board has provided no data or evidence to support their conclusion 
that these alternate routes are being utilized. 
 

4. WHEREAS, closing all of the open access points to the west has resulted in a continued hardship 
for public safety providers in providing timely and potentially critical life‐saving emergency service 
to the residents of Green Oaks Subdivision. 
 
There has not been any proof of “hardship” for public safety providers presented by this Board. 
Currently, there are three open access routes for public safety providers to enter Green Oaks: Maple 
Drive from the south, and Pin Oak and Douglas McArthur Drives from the east. Aside from these 
open access routes, an emergency personnel access gate is located at the intersection of Douglas 
McArthur Drive and Stark Road, which allows for emergency responders to access the western and 
northerly areas of Green Oaks. 

 
5. WHEREAS, it is in the City’s best interest to provide multiple access points to any area of 

concentrated housing ingress and egress for the taxpaying citizens of the City as a whole. 
 
Why is it in the “City as a whole” best interest to allow multiple access points to a concentrated 
residential housing area? How will this access be beneficial to the City of Starkville? Will this access 
generate more revenue for both the City and businesses of Starkville? If anything, reopening these 
roads will cost the “taxpaying citizens” of Starkville more money. These three access points are not 
functional roads. The asphalt at these locations has been removed and construction will be required 
to bring these roads up to code. 
 

6. WHEREAS, having only three points of entry and departure for over 400 residences does not serve 
the neighborhood in the most effective manner. 
 
Once again, this Board is relying on conjecture rather than facts and or the opinion of the Green 
Oaks residents. Many of the residents here tonight are the same residents that petitioned the board 
to close these access roads in 1999, knowingly limiting points of entry and departure. Could this 
Board please provide us with a public opinion poll of the residents of Green Oaks as to whether this 
statement is believed by the Green Oaks community? 
 



This Board has also not presented any safe constructive alternatives to the current resolution including:  
placement of speed bumps on these streets to curb potential speeding; street lights needing to be 
installed to ensure safe left hand turns onto the high speed two lane Stark Road; and construction of 
sidewalks to prevent danger to both school children and recreationalists. Should the vote be decided to 
open these access roads, will those Board members approving the resolution also acknowledge both 
personal liability and accountability for the inevitable accident that will occur? 
 
The proposed amendment to open only Douglas McArthur to emergency personnel is contradictory. 
This road is already accessible to emergency personnel. Some people, including Board members, have 
stated that this gate is not functioning properly and presents a hardship to emergency personnel. If this 
is true, why then has the city failed to maintain this emergency access route? Would not the city be 
liable in the case of inoperability? If anything, the opening of a single street would create a bottleneck of 
cut‐through traffic and as stated in the 1999 resolution, the configuration of the streets with numerous 
stop signs is not conducive to through traffic and would pose a danger to the safety of the subdivision. 

In summary, it seems contradictory that opening these roads now is in the best “public interest” when 
having these roads closed in 1999 was deemed in the “public interest”. Contrary to the information I’ve 
shared with you this evening, this Board has not conclusively demonstrated how any of their purported 
“reasons” for opening these streets will be beneficial to any citizen. This Board has not considered how 
their decision will negatively impact the residents of the Green Oaks community. This resolution is not 
beneficial to the citizens of Starkville. This resolution will: increase traffic in the Green Oaks 
neighborhood due to the increase in trips on Stark Road as detailed by MDOT; create safety issues for 
the residents of Green Oaks; decrease the quality of life of Green Oaks residents by removing 
recreational opportunities within the neighborhood; potentially decrease the property value of Green 
Oaks residents; and cost the taxpaying citizens of Starkville money to bring the closed roads up to code, 
and install appropriate safety measures including street lights, speed bumps and sidewalks. 

As publicly elected officials, it is this Boards responsibility to make informed decisions based on facts and 
the voice of the people, not personal opinions and conjecture. This Board has presented no conclusive 
evidence that reopening Maple, Redbud and Douglas McArthur Drives is in the “best public interest”. 

Thank you for your time. 

Lewis Jordan 

 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: 
 
A public hearing was held on the adoption of the budget and all associated levies for the 
City of Starkville for the Fiscal Year 2013. 
 
Mr. Alvin Turner, Ward 7 commented on the tax neutrality of the proposed budget. 



 
BOARD BUSINESS: 

 
18. CONSIDERATION OF REMOVING THE EMERGENCY ACCESS GATE 

LOCATED AT THE GATED AREA OF DOUGLAS  MCARTHUR DRIVE AND 
STARK ROAD AND TO PROVIDE SIGNAGE FOR EMERGENCY AND CITY 
VEHICLES ONLY AND TO IMPROVE AND MAINTAIN THAT AREA FOR 
ADEQUATE ACCESS TO THE NECESSARY PUBLIC SAFETY VEHICLES. 
 
There came consideration of the matter of removing the emergency access gate located at 
the gated area of Douglas McArthur Drive and Stark Road and to provide signage for 
emergency and City vehicles only and to improve and maintain that area for adequate 
access to the necessary public safety vehicles.  Alderman Sandra Sistrunk motioned 
approval of the matter of removing the emergency access gate located at the gated area of 
Douglas McArthur Drive and Stark Road and to provide signage for emergency and City 
vehicles only and to improve and maintain that area for adequate access to the necessary 
public safety vehicles, duly seconded by Alderman Roy A”. Perkins.  Discussion of the 
motion is as follows: 
 
The Mayor said that he had received numerous citizen calls on the issue, and that he was 
not sure why this issue was being considered.  It is his opinion that nothing has happened 
to suggest that the situation has changed (from when the Board moved to close the streets 
in 1999).  The Mayor then offered thoughts on the operability of the gate and took 
responsibility for its continued maintenance.  The Mayor concluded by giving notice of 
his intent to veto should the motion be approved. 
 
Alderman Sandra Sistrunk outlined specifically what work would be done, and then went 
on to discuss the reasons that she supported the motion.  Those were public safety, 
emergency response, and the opinion that greater access was needed to relieve pressure 
on the Highway 12 and Stark Road intersection.  Alderman Sistrunk went on to list 
several Starkville neighborhoods that were open, and offered that safety was not a 
problem. 
 
Alderman Jeremiah Dumas asked a question regarding the legality of the proposed 
action.  Alderman Roy A’. Perkins and City Attorney Chris Latimer both indicated that 
the City would be acting within its rights.  
 
Alderman Roy A’. Perkins offered that reasoning behind his previous votes on this issue.  
He offered a clear history of his opposition to the closing of the streets in Green Oaks.  
He went on to remind the Board that they were not violating earlier minutes.  That this 
motion referred only to improved emergency access to Douglas McArthur, not the 
reopening of all the streets that exit to Stark Road.  Alderman Roy A’. Perkins suggested 
that the City would be liable if the gate failed. 
 
Regarding the Mayor’s veto, Alderman Roy A’. Perkins instructed Chief Administrative 
Office D. Lynn Spruill that should the Mayor act to reserve space on the agenda 



immediately following the meeting where the Mayor exercised his veto to override the 
veto.  
 
Alderman Ben Carver asked the reason behind this action.  He indicated that people 
speeding in the neighborhood was an existing problem, and that he believed this would 
make it worse.  He offered the opinion that this action would cause a decrease in quality 
of life, and that the Board was moving in conflict with the wishes of more than 400 
homeowners in his ward.  Alderman Carver concluded by thanking the Mayor and former 
Alderman Sumner Davis for their support on the issue. 
 
After the Board offered closing thoughts on the motion the Mayor instructed Director of 
Finance and City Clerk to conduct a roll call vote. 

 
Without further discussion, the Board voted as follows: 
Alderman Ben Carver   Voted:  Nay 
Alderman Sandra Sistrunk  Voted: Yea 
Alderman Eric Parker   Voted:  Nay 
Alderman Richard Corey  Voted: Yea 
Alderman Jeremiah Dumas   Voted:  Abstain 
Alderman Roy A’. Perkins   Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Henry Vaughn, Sr.  Voted: Abstain 
 

Having received a majority affirmative vote of those members present and voting, the Mayor 
declared the motion carried. 

19. CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION SETTING THE TAX LEVY FOR THE 
CITY OF STARKVILLE AT 20 MILLS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2013 IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF MISS. CODE ANN. §21-33-45. 

 
There came consideration of a resolution setting the tax levy for the City of Starkville at 
20 Mills for the Fiscal Year 2013 in accordance with the requirements of Mississippi 
Code Annotated §21-33-45.  Alderman Jeremiah Dumas motioned approval of a 
resolution setting the tax levy for the City of Starkville at 20 Mills for the Fiscal Year 
2013 in accordance with the requirements of Mississippi Code Annotated §21-33-45, duly 
seconded by Alderman Sandra Sistrunk. 
 
Without further discussion, the Board voted as follows: 
Alderman Ben Carver   Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Sandra Sistrunk   Voted:  Yea  
Alderman Eric Parker   Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Richard Corey   Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Jeremiah Dumas   Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Roy A’. Perkins   Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Henry Vaughn, Sr.  Voted: Yea 
 

Having received a majority affirmative vote of those members present and voting, the Mayor 
declared the motion carried. 



 
        AGENDA ITEM NO: X.A. 
CITY OF STARKVILLE     AGENDA DATE: 9-18-12 
RECOMMENDATION FOR BOARD ACTION   PAGE: l  

 
Subject:

 

  Consideration of the of setting the tax levy for the City of Starkville for the fiscal year 
2013 in the amount of 20 mills. 

AMOUNT & SOURCE OF FUNDING:
 

   N/A 

 
FISCAL NOTE:
 

  N/A 

 
REQUESTING     DIRECTOR'S 
DEPARTMENT:  Board of Aldermen  AUTHORIZATION
    

:  Mayor Wiseman 

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
 

     Lynn Spruill@ 323-4583 or Taylor Adams @ 323-2525 

 
PRIOR BOARD ACTION: 
 

  

 
BOARD AND COMMISSION ACTION:
 

  N/A 

 
PURCHASING:
 

 N/A 

 
DEADLINE: 
 

 N/A 

 
 
 
 
AUTHORIZATION HISTORY: 
 
 AMOUNT  
 

DATE – DESCRIPTION 

 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  N/A 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:  N/A 
 
Suggested Motion:  “MOVE APPROVAL SETTING THE TAX LEVY AT 20 MILLS FOR THE CITY OF 
STARKVILLE FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2013.” 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 

A RESOLUTION SETTING THE MILLAGE RATE FOR THE  
FISCAL YEAR 2013 FOR 

THE CITY OF STARKVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 
 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Starkville shall in accordance with the requirements of the State 
of Mississippi set its millage rate and adopt a budget for each of its operating years at a 
time and in a manner set forth by law;  
 
WHEREAS, Miss. Code Ann. §21-33-45 states that the governing authority of the 
municipality shall by resolution set the tax rate for the taxing district; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Aldermen of the City of Starkville have determined and have 
so publicly noticed that the millage rate for the fiscal year 2013 will not increase from the 
current rate of 20 mills; and 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by Mayor Parker Wiseman and the Board 
of Aldermen of the City of Starkville to: 
 
   
 
Hereby levy upon each dollar of assessed valuation, including motor vehicles, appearing on the 
Assessment Roll of the City of Starkville, Mississippi, except as to such value as may be exempt 
by law, as follows, pursuant to the authority of Section 21-33-45 of the Mississippi Code of 1972 
as amended:  
 
GENERAL REVENUE PURPOSES AND GENERAL IMPROVEMENTS   20.00 MILS 

 
 

 TOTAL LEVY FOR GENERAL FUND    20.00 MILS 
 
There is hereby levied upon each dollar of assessed valuation in the designated Downtown 
Business District, 2 mils for the purpose of providing parking facilities, and making other 
improvements to develop and promote the growth of said Downtown Business District, pursuant 

 
 
 

CITY HALL, LAMPKIN STREET 
STARKVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 39759 

 
 



to the authority of Senate Bill number 1601, 1969 Extraordinary session of the Mississippi 
Legislature. 
 
 DOWNTOWN BUSINESS DISTRICT         2.00 MILS 
 
 TOTAL LEVY FOR DOWNTOWN BUSINESS DISTRICT        2.00 MILS 
 
 
 
.  
  
 _____________________________   
 PARKER Y. WISEMAN, MAYOR  
 
 
  
 
 
 SIGNED AND SEALED THIS _____  DAY OF ________________, 2012. 



20. REPORT FROM THE CITY ATTORNEY ON THE USE OF PUBLIC PROPERTY 
FOR SPECIAL EVENTS AND ANY RELATED ISSUES FROM SUCH USE. 

  

 City Attorney Chris Latimer gave a report on the use of Public Property for special events 
and any related issues from such use. 

 
21. CONSIDERATION TO AUTHORIZE THE SPECIAL EVENT REQUEST BY THE 

STARKVILLE JUNIOR AUXILIARY FOR STREET CLOSING AND IN-KIND 
SERVICES FOR THE 2012 JR. AUXILIARY CHILIFEST SCHEDULED FOR 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2012, ON MAIN STREET WITH 1 BLOCK STREET 
CLOSING FROM LAFAYETTE STREET TO JACKSON STREET FROM 5:00—8:00 
PM. 

 
 

There came consideration to authorize the special event request by the Starkville Junior 
Auxiliary for street closing and in-kind services for the Jr. Auxiliary Chilifest scheduled 
for Friday, October 19, 2012 on Main Street with 1 block street closing from Lafayette 
Street to Jackson Street from 5:00-8:00 PM.  Alderman Jeremiah Dumas  motioned 
approval to authorize the special event request by the Starkville Junior Auxiliary for 
street closing and in-kind services for the Jr. Auxiliary Chilifest scheduled for Friday, 
October 19, 2012 on Main Street with 1 block street closing from Lafayette Street to 
Jackson Street from 5:00-8:00 PM with no gate charge for the event, duly seconded by 
Alderman Henry Vaughn, Sr.   
 
Without further discussion, the Board voted as follows: 
Alderman Ben Carver   Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Sandra Sistrunk   Voted:  Yea  
Alderman Eric Parker   Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Richard Corey   Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Jeremiah Dumas   Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Roy A’. Perkins   Voted:  Nay 
Alderman Henry Vaughn, Sr.  Voted: Yea 
 
 
Having received a majority affirmative vote of those members present and voting, the Mayor 
declared the motion carried. 
 

 
22. CONSIDERATION OF THE APPROVAL OF THE ANNUAL CONTRACT WITH 

MITCHELL, MCNUTT & SAMS, PA, FOR THE SERVICES OF GENERAL 
COUNSEL FOR THE CITY OF STARKVILLE. 

 
There came consideration of the of the approval of the annual contract with Mitchell, McNutt 
& Sams, PA, for the services of General Counsel for the City of Starkville.  Upon the motion 
of Alderman Jeremiah Dumas, duly seconded by Alderman Eric Parker: 



 
 

Without further discussion, the Board voted as follows: 
Alderman Ben Carver   Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Sandra Sistrunk   Voted:  Yea  
Alderman Eric Parker   Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Richard Corey   Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Jeremiah Dumas   Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Roy A’. Perkins   Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Henry Vaughn, Sr.  Voted: Yea 
 

Having received a majority affirmative vote of those members present and voting, the Mayor 
declared the motion carried. 
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CITY OF STARKVILLE 
CONTRACT FOR LEGAL SERVICES 

 
MITCHELL, McNUTT & SAMS, P.A. 

 
 
DESCRIPTION OF SERVICES: This firm, through Christopher J. Latimer, proposes to 
serve as general counsel to the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Starkville, which 
will include the following:     

 
 1. Provide legal counsel on administration of municipal government, the exercise of 
municipal authority and police power, the preparation of official actions of the Mayor and Board of 
Aldermen, review of minutes, and attendance at regular and special meetings of the Board of 
Aldermen and Starkville Planning and Zoning Commission. 
 
 2. Serve as litigation counsel for the protection of the municipality and its public 
officials against liability; representation in state and federal courts and before administrative 
boards and commissions. 
  
 3. Legal services and advice regarding labor and employment, municipal taxation and 
finance, purchasing and government contracts, and environmental regulations and other general 
and/or routine legal issues.  Such services will be upon demand and provided only at the request 
of those persons authorized by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen.   
 
 4. Legal services and advice regarding the issuance of bonds and other debt 
instruments by the City.  
 
 5. Rates for legal services will be as follows: 
 

 $115/hour for attorneys, capped at $95,000 yearly for non-litigated matters1 
unless additional expenditures are expressly approved by the Starkville Board 
of Alderman.     

 

 $55/hour for paralegals to be counted towards the cap.   
 

 The City will not be charged for any time or expenses incurred for counsel’s 
travel between Columbus and Starkville.   

 
 6. In addition to the fees listed above, fees for legal services as counsel for the issuer 
on bonds and other debt instruments will be at $190/hour.  This fee can include, among other 
things, drafting the opinion letter validating the legality of the bond and overseeing validation 

                                                           
1 Litigated matters not covered through the City’s insurance will be billed at $115/hour outside the cap.  

Litigated matters covered by the City’s insurance will be billed to the City at $115/hour outside the cap up to 
the amount of the City’s deductible.  Then the City Attorney will bill the insurer directly at a negotiated rate.      
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proceedings in Chancery Court.  Out-of-pocket expenses, including cost of publication and filing 
fees, will be billed separately.  All bond fees will be outside of the yearly cap.   
 
 7. If Christopher J. Latimer is delayed, for example, by involvement in depositions, 
trial, or out-of-state work or travel, from immediately addressing an urgent and necessitous task of 
the City of Starkville, Ronald L. Roberts or Richard H. Spann, of Mitchell McNutt & Sams may fill 
in on that task in Mr. Latimer’s absence.  Further, the Mayor and Board of Aldermen reserve the 
right to employ other counsel for any matter if such action is deemed to be in the best interest of 
the City of Starkville.   
 
 8. This proposal does not include legal services as municipal prosecutor, municipal 
public defender or municipal judge or services related to municipal court, as such services are 
performed by other independent counsel retained by the City.  
 
 9. It is the goal of this firm to provide legal services to the City of Starkville for the 
next budget year within a predetermined level as established by the administration and the Board 
of Aldermen. 
 
 10. The term of this contract will be from the date of execution to the election of the 
new Mayor and Board of Aldermen in 2013.            
 
       MITCHELL, McNUTT & SAMS, P.A. 
 
       By:__________________________________ 
        Christopher J. Latimer  
 
 
APPROVED BY MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN on the _____ day of September, 2012. 
 
       By:__________________________________ 
             Parker Wiseman, Starkville Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
__________________________________ 
Taylor Adams, Starkville City Clerk 
 
        
 
 

 



 

Note: Alderman Carver Exited the meeting at this time. 

23. A MOTION TO ENTER INTO A CLOSED SESSION TO DETERMINE IF 
THERE IS PROPER CAUSE FOR EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 
There came for consideration the matter of entering a closed session to determine if there 
is proper cause for an executive session.  Upon the motion of Alderman Jeremiah Dumas, 
duly seconded by Alderman Eric Parker, to enter into a Closed Session to determine if 
there is proper cause for Executive Session:  

 
 

The Board voted as follows: 
Alderman Ben Carver   Voted:  Absent 
Alderman Sandra Sistrunk   Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Eric Parker   Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Richard Corey   Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Jeremiah Dumas   Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Roy A’. Perkins   Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Henry Vaughn, Sr.  Voted: Yea 
 
Having received a majority affirmative vote of those members present and voting, the 
Mayor declared the motion passed. 

 
24. A MOTION TO ENTER EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 
There came for consideration the matter of entering an executive session to discuss 
potential litigation, property acquisition, and personnel issues.  Upon the motion of 
Alderman Jeremiah Dumas, duly seconded by Alderman Eric Parker, to enter into an 
Executive Session to discuss a pending litigation relating to the Municipal Complex, 
property acquisition relating to the Kraker PUD, and personnel relating to Department 
Head Evaluations: 
 
The Board voted as follows: 
Alderman Ben Carver   Voted:  Absent 
Alderman Sandra Sistrunk   Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Eric Parker   Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Richard Corey   Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Jeremiah Dumas   Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Roy A’. Perkins   Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Henry Vaughn, Sr.  Voted: Yea 
 
Having received a majority affirmative vote of those members present and voting, the 
Mayor declared the motion passed. 
 



The Mayor invited the Public back in to make the announcement of the Board’s decision 
to enter into executive session. 
 
At this time the Board entered executive session. 

 
 Note: Alderman Henry Vaughn, Sr. exited the meeting during executive session. 
 
25. A MOTION TO EXIT EXECUTIVE SESSION AND RETURN TO OPEN 

SESSION 
 
Upon the motion of Alderman Jeremiah Dumas, duly seconded by Alderman Eric Parker, 
to exit Executive Session and return to Open Session, the Board members in attendance 
voted unanimously in favor of the motion. 
 
The Mayor announced that the Board had taken no action in executive session.   
 

26. A MOTION TO APPROVE ALL DEPARTMENT HEAD EVALUATIONS AS 
PRESENTED. 

 
 Upon the motion of Alderman Jeremiah Dumas, duly seconded by Alderman Eric Parker, to 

approve all Department Head Evaluation as presented, the Board members in attendance 
voted unanimously in favor of the motion. 

 
27. A MOTION TO RECESS UNTIL SEPTEMBER 26, 2012 @ 5:30 at 101 LAMPKIN 

STREET IN THE CITY HALL CONFERENCE ROOM. 
 
Upon the motion of Alderman Roy A’. Perkins, duly seconded by Alderman Jeremiah 
Dumas, for the Board of Aldermen to recess the meeting until September 26, 2012 @ 5:30 at 
101 Lampkin Street in the City Hall Conference Room, the Board voted as follows:  
 
Alderman Ben Carver   Voted:  Absent 
Alderman Sandra Sistrunk   Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Eric Parker   Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Richard Corey   Voted: Yea 
Alderman Jeremiah Dumas   Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Roy A’. Perkins   Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Henry Vaughn, Sr.  Voted: Absent 
 
Having received a majority affirmative vote of those members present and voting, the Mayor 
declared the motion passed.  

 
 
SIGNED AND SEALED THIS THE _______ DAY OF ____________________ 2012.  
 
 
______________________________  
PARKER WISEMAN, MAYOR  
 



 
Attest:  
 
_________________________________  
TAYLOR V. ADAMS, CITY CLERK 
 
 
(SEALED) 




